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1997-98 KEY FIGURES 


Largest 20 

businesses 

by total 

turnover Remainder Total 
Number of businesses 20 241 261 
Sales of all books ($m) 717.9 317.7 1 035.6 
Sales of other products ($m) 134.3 16.5 150.8 
Total turnover ($m) 875.0 367.0 1 242.0 
Average turnover per business ($m) 43.8 1.5 4.8 
Wages & salaries paid ($m) 142.7 62.5 205.2 
Royalties & fees paid ($m) 59.4 29.1 88.5 
Total costs ($m) 780.8 352.2 1 133.0 
Average costs per business ($m) 39.0 1.5 4.3 
Opening stocks ($m) 185.9 78.9 264.8 
Closing stocks ($m) 175.8 83.4 259.2 
Stocks to book sales ratio (%) 24.5 26.2 25.0 
Sales of Australian titles ($m) 376.5 247.0 623.5 
Royalties & fees paid per Australian book sale (%) 15.8 11.8 14.2 
Employment (no.) 3 533 1912 5 445 
Employment per business (no.) 176.7 8.1 21.2 
Wages & salaries per person employed ($’000) 40.4 33.3 37.9 
Operating profit before tax ($m) 84.1 19.2 103.3 
Profit margin (%) 9.6 5.2 8.3 


NOTES 


ABOUT THIS ISSUE 

This publication presents the results of a data collection from book publishers which 
employed staff and were predominantly engaged in book publishing in 1997-98. More 
detailed data on business operations, employment and numbers of books published and 
sold by type, together with information about the collection and the classifications used, 
are available from the National Centre for Culture and Recreation Statistics on 

Adelaide 08 8237 7406. 


The survey was conducted with funding from the Department of Communications, 


Information Technology and the Arts and the Australian Publishers Association. 


W. McLennan 
Australian Statistician 


SELF-HELP ACCESS TO STATISTICS 


DIAL-A-STATISTIC For current and historical Consumer Price Index data, 
call 1902 981 O74. 
For the latest figures for National Accounts, Balance of 
Payments, Labour Force, Average Weekly Earnings, 
Estimated Resident Population and the Consumer Price 
Index call 1900 986 400. 
These calls cost 75c per minute. 


INTERNET Wwww.abs.gov.au 


LIBRARY A range of ABS publications is available from public and 
tertiary libraries Australia wide. Contact your nearest library 
to determine whether it has the ABS statistics you require. 


WHY NOT SUBSCRIBE? 


PHONE +61 1300 366 323 


FAX +61 3 9615 7848 


CONSULTANCY SERVICES 


ABS offers consultancy services on a user pays basis to 
help you access published and unpublished data. Data that 
are already published and can be provided within 

5 minutes is free of charge. Statistical methodological 
services are also available. Please contact: 


City By phone By fax 
Canberra 02 6252 6627 02 6207 0282 
Sydney 02 9268 4611 02 9268 4668 


Melbourne 03 9615 7755 03 9615 7798 
Brisbane O7 3222 6351 O7 3222 6283 


Perth 08 9360 5140 08 9360 5955 
Adelaide 08 8237 7400 08 8237 7566 
Hobart 03 6222 5800 03 6222 5995 
| | | | Darwin 08 8943 2111 08 8981 1218 


2136300007970 POST Client Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616 
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